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Trends in Europe’s forests (Eurostat & SoEF)

Forest areas and
timber volume
remain stable

EU self-sufficient in
wood products

Amount of
deadwood
increased

Growing stock
increasing, but
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Total gross value
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domestic product
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composition more
diverse

Conserved native

species populations

has risen

More wood grows
than is felled

More than 2.4
million employees
in the forest sector

Damage by fire,
windstorms, snow,
insects, diseases,
wildlife and grazing

Common Forest
Bird Index lower
overall but
increased since
2020

Most timber growth
in managed forests

Employment in the
forest sector
decreased

C stock in forest
biomass increasing
and represents a
significant sink but
increase flattening

Wood
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Forest-relevant policy landscape

EU Forest Strategy: R&l as key enabler to reach objectives

Sustainable forest management: fundamental role of FOREST EUROPE

EU Bioeconomy Strategy: sustainable supply of biomass; role of foresters in value chains

Common Agricultural Policy: forestry interventions; EU CAP Network Focus Groups on forest health and
wildfires

J\

Integrated Wildfire Risk Management: adopted in March 2026

J\.

Nature Restoration Law: Restore ecosystems, habitats and species; Specific targets on forest ecosystems;
Planting three billion additional trees; National Restoration Plans; Voluntary guidelines

J\.

Amendment of European Climate Law: assess the contribution of the forest sector to the new agreed 2040
climate target of emission reduction by 90%

Integrated Framework for Climate Resilience and Risk Management: prevent and prepare for the growing
impacts of climate change

J\\

Carbon removals and Carbon farming: carbon sequestration in forests & carbon storage in long-lasting wood
products; Methodologies for agroforestry and afforestation

J\

Roadmap towards Nature Credits: Protect and preserve nature; Development of nature credits markets




Toolbox for promoting R&l in forests
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Overview of main areas covered under Horizon
2020 and Horizon Europe

Forest management: sustainable, active and multi-functional %

management, small-scale forest management, adaptive management

Resilience and health: plant health, genetic resources, forest

reproductive material € 158 million

Ecosystems and climate: old-growth forests, biodiversity, ecosystem 25 forestry

services, climate change mitigation, carbon stocks and sinks, non- projects

wood products and services ~ Budget increase of
_ _ around 50% on an

Bioeconomy and value chains: forest-based bioeconomy, timber- annual basis compared

based construction, wood-based industry, value chain development to H2020

Digitalization and technology: digital technologies, precision
forestry/tools

Business and innovation: business models, new value-creation
opportunities, economic viability
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R&| opportunities in forests

Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural
Resources, Agriculture and Environment

2027 Call for Proposals open in 2027
+ New Biodiversity call

Plant health and forest resilience

Forest research in Ukraine

Carbon farming

Policies for forestry resilience and supply chains
Al supporting informed advice for foresters
Nature positive actions

Wildfire risk magement

Mission Soil

2027 call for
proposals open in
2027

Topic on agroforestry

SOIL DEAL FOR EUROPE

Circular Bio-based
Europe Joint
Undertaking

2027 call for proposals
under preparation

Circular
Bio-based
Europe
Joint Undertaking




# EUFORE

Strategic Research

and Innovation
Agenda (SRIA)

for the European
forest-based sector

"% | Funded by
‘«.s" | the European Union

FOREST

European Partnership for FOrests, forestry, and
the forest-based sector: REsearch and
innovation for a Sustainable Transition

Europe’s flagship research and innovation
partnership for forests, forestry and the forest-based
sector for the next 10-year period

Alignment of transnational R&l activities, as defined
in SRIA

Key strategic research themes for the future of forests
and the forest-based sector

Basis for future calls for projects with multidisciplinary
perspectives and approaches

Future societal and technological developments

Translation of the long-term vision into concrete
roadmap with smart and measurable objective
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EU Strategic approach to R&l in
agriculture, forestry and rural areas

AgRI 2040 and Multi-functional forests

Research and innovation are vital to strengthen the sustainable management of forests for multiple
benefits while increasing the resilience of forest ecosystems and forest-based sectors, and rewarding
foresters for the ecosystem services they provide

Preliminary future priorities for R&l:

* Promote the sustainability and resilience of European forests

« |dentify adaptive and resilient forest management practices

« Strengthen the forest-based bioeconomy and the role of foresters in the value chain
« Support the restoration and protection of forest habitats

« Contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation
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CONFERENCE

“Future forest R&l must
combine excellent
collaborative research with
stronger mechanisms for
deployment, demonstration
and uptake”
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Identifying needs for Multi-functional Forests

« Thematic R&I needs and priorities

« Understanding and managing multifunctional forests under increasingly complex climate, disturbance
and biodiversity pressures

« System-level solutions that address multiple objectives simultaneously

+ Better integration of monitoring, data and research infrastructures

» Restoration and protection of forest habitats; Forest-based bioeconomy

» R&I needs for resilience

» Resilience is not a property of a forest stand alone — it is a landscape-scale, long-term process

* Resilience is built through long-term, interdisciplinary and practice-oriented R&l, not through isolated
projects or single-sector solutions

» Adaptive and resilient forest management practices

« Startup, scaleup and market deployment

» Fund the innovation journey, not only individual projects

« Connect R&I with testing, business support, customers and finance
» Use regions as testbeds

» Develop scale-up pathways to link different sources of funding

« Dissemination and uptake by foresters
(-'ca;;%j;é » Faster translation of knowledge into operational practice

i ‘%ﬁ Education and generational renewal
* Focus on scalability and profitability
» Support forester-led innovation through the multi-actor approach and Living Labs



Key messages

® Sustainable forestry is a key pillar of Europe's bioeconomy, biodiversity and climate
policies

® Research and innovation in forests are supported by several Horizon Europe
instruments, such as Cluster 6, Mission Soil and Circular Bio-based Europe Joint
Undertaking

® The FOREST partnership will be a flagship research and innovation partnership for
forests, forestry and the forest-based sector for the next 10-year period

®* The Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda is instrumental for the ambition of the
Partnership

® Forests remain among future research and innovation priorities
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Research and Innovation for Sustainable management of forests

Agri 2040



https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/research-innovation/sustainable-management-forests_en
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