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The EU Forest Strategy for 2030

Protect and restore
our forests

Ensure that forests are
managed sustainably

Understand what is
happening in our forests

...aims to improve the quantity and quality of EU forests, and adapting EU forests to the new
extreme events and uncertain climatic conditions

R&I: Key driver & enabling element to achieve goals of the EU Forest Strategy



Forest-based bioeconomy

EU Bioeconomy Strategy

Scaling up Innovation and Investments: 
from Lab to Deployment
Developing Lead Markets for Materials 
and Technologies
Securing Long-Term Prospects for the 
Bioeconomy: Sustainably Sourced 
Biomass
Harnessing Global Partnerships and 
Opportunities

Public-Private Partnership:
Circular Bio-based Europe Joint 
Undertaking 

€2 billion public-private initiative
Advancing a competitive bioeconomy for 
a sustainable future
Working group on primary producers
 Foresters Sectoral Group



*Data over the period 2014-2024, based on SWD

Budget

Key Figures

Projects Multi-actor 
projects

Projects

€ 3+ billion 550+ 360+

63

Thematic & 
Advisory Networks

69

Living Labs45 Co-funded 
Partnerships

Key initiatives

Institutionalised 
Partnerships24

SMEs among 
beneficiaries 

20%

Support for R&I under Horizon programmes so far



FOREST
European Partnership for FOrests, forestry, and the forest-based 
sector: REsearch and innovation for a Sustainable Transition

• Context: Research & innovation fragmented across Europe – partnership to 
coordinate efforts

• Aim: resilient forests, circular bioeconomy, biodiversity, innovation
• Horizon Europe Co-funded European Partnership (2026–2036)
• 100 organisations across 28 countries
• 7 joint calls, 200–250 projects, ~400 stakeholders
• Overall budget of ca. EUR 235 million (incl. EUR 70 million from the EU)
• Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda: developed by Horizon project

EUFORE
• Officially launched: 1 June 2026



New Strategic Approach to R&I for 
agriculture, forestry, rural areas and 

food systems
It supports the ambition of the Vision for Agriculture 
and Food: a competitive, resilient and sustainable agri-
food sector* by 2040.

The new strategic approach aims to: 

• Strengthen the agri-food innovation ecosystem

• Accelerate the uptake of knowledge and innovation 

The AgRI 2040 framework will help identify R&I 
priorities, valorise R&I results into startups, scaleups 
and market deployment, and foster their 
dissemination to and uptake by farmers, foresters and 
rural communities.AgRI 2040 and Food 2040 

for a competitive, resilient 
and sustainable 

EU agri-food sector *The agri-food sector encompassing agriculture, forestry,
food systems and rural areas



Future-proofing EU agri-food through R&I: AgRI 2040

• Climate change and biodiversity
• Digital technologies, including AI
• International cooperation
• Social Sciences and Humanities

AgRI 2040: 8 areas of action Overarching aspects
Multi-functional

forests

R&I to strengthen 
the sustainable 
management of 

forests for multiple 
benefits



First milestone! EU AgRI 2040 Conference
First opportunity to exchange on the New Strategic Approach and to develop priorities for future R&I on 
agriculture, forestry and rural areas:

• Opened by EU Commissioners Christophe Hansen and Ekaterina Zaharieva

• Bringing together key agri-food value chain stakeholders

• Participatory sessions to help shape the future EU research and innovation agenda



Ceilings continue to be based on a 2% fixed deflator
when EU inflation is between 1% and 3%. When
inflation is below 1% or above 3%, adjustment made
based on actual inflation.



ECF window structure and budget

COMPETITIVENESS FUND

Clean transition & 
industrial 

decarbonisation

Resilience and 
security, defence
industry & space

Health, biotech, 
agriculture & 
bioeconomy

Digital leadership

ECF
[EUR 

26.2 bn]

Horizon 
[EUR 

25.3 bn]

ECF
[EUR 

20.4 bn]

Horizon 
[EUR 

19.6 bn]

ECF
[EUR 

51.5 bn]

Horizon
[EUR 

16.8 bn]

ECF
[EUR 
125.2 

bn]

Horizon
[EUR 

6.4 bn]



Future European Partnerships
Key instrument for European R&I cooperation

Deliver European added value

Connect research, innovation and policy

Stroger portfolio approach

Mobilise additional public and private investment in strategic priority areas

Keep Strategic Research and Innovation Agendas (SRIA) at the core of partnerships

Public consultation open until 16 October 2026: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-
say/initiatives/16413-Horizon-Europe-European-Partnerships-to-be-implemented-as-joint-undertakings_en



Key messages

• Forests, forestry and the forest-based sector are central to EU policymaking
• Research and innovation are key enablers for achieving policy objectives
• Research and innovation in forests are supported by several Horizon Europe instruments, 

such as Cluster 6, Mission Soil and Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking
• The FOREST partnership will further mobilise EUR 235 million from Member States, 

Associated Countries, and the EU for coordinated research and innovation
• The Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda is instrumental for the ambition of the 

Partnership
• Forestry is indicated as  a strategic sector in the ECF proposal
• The MFF proposal could boost the seamless innovation journey



Thank you
Agri 2040 – Strategic approach - Agriculture and rural development
Research and Innovation for Sustainable management of forests

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/vision-overview/research-innovation/agri-2040-strategic-approach_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/research-innovation/sustainable-management-forests_en
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